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SOVIET GOVERNMENT AGREES TO SIGN INDEPENDENCE TREATY 
AND END OCCUPATION BY END OF 1955. 


AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT DELEGATION OBTAINS SUBSTANTIAL CONCESSIONS FROM SOVIETS 
ABOUT OIL AND DANUBE SHIPPING. 


Cn April 15, after the departure from Moscow of the Aus- 
trian Government delegation, composed of Chancellor Julius 
Raab, Vice Chancellor Adolf Schaerf, Foreign Minister Leo- 
pold Figl and Undersecretary Bruno Kreisky, the following 
joint communique was issued by the Soviet Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs: 

From April 12, 1955, until April 15, 1955, discussions 
were held in Moscow between an Austrian Government dele- 
gation headed by Chancellor Julius Raab and Vice Chancellor 
Adolf Schaerf and a Soviet delegation headed by the Deputy 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, V. M. Molotov, and the Deputy 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, A. I. Mikoyan, which 
were carried out in a friendly spirit. 

As a result of discussions by both sides, the State Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Austria, consider as desirable the 
earliest conclusion of a state treaty on the establishment of 
an independent and democratic Austria which should serve 
the national interests of the Austrian People as well as the 
consolidation of peace in Europe. 

The Austrian delegation gave assurances that the Austrian 
Republic, in the spirit of the declaration made at the Berlin 
conference in 1954, intends not to join any military alliances 
or permit military bases on her territory and will pursue a 
policy of independence in regard to all states which should 
insure the observance of this declaration. 


Exodus This Year Agreed 

The Soviet side expressed its agreement that the occupa- 
tion forces of the four powers be withdrawn from Austria upon 
the entering into force of the state treaty and in any case not 
later than December 31, 1955. 

Taking into consideration the declaration of the United 
States, Britain and France made public on April 5 of this year 
to the effect that they are striving to achieve the earliest con- 
clusion of an Austrian state treaty, the Soviet Union and Aus- 
tria express the hope that at the present time there are favor- 
able opportunities for conclusion of a treaty by means of ap- 
Propriate agreement among the four powers and Austria. 


FORTRESSES AND CASTLES OF AUSTRIA 
SUPPLEMENT ON PAGES 5 -8 





The Soviet Government agreed in accordance with its 
statements at the conference at Berlin in 1954 to accept the 
equivalent of $150,000,000 provided for by Article 35 of the 
State treaty fully in the delivery of Austrian goods. 

The Soviet Government declared its readiness to include 
in the already foreseen transfer of former German property in 
the Soviet zone of occupied Austria, immediately after con- 
clusion of the state treaty, against proper recompense, the 
property of the Danube Shipping Company (ASSG), including 
the shipyards and Korneuburg dock and all vessels and port 
installations. 


Oil Fields To Be Yielded 

The Soviet Government agreed further to cede to Austria 
the oil fields and refineries, including the company for trade 
in oil products (OROP), defined as belonging to the Soviet 
Union in Article 35 of the state treaty, in exchange for the 
delivery of crude oil in amounts to be agreed by the parties. 

Moreover, agreement was reached to enter into negotia- 
tions in the near future aimed at the normalization of trade 
relations between Austria and the Soviet Union. 

The Soviet delegation informed the Austrian delegation 
that the presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. had 
expressed its consent to consider favorably the request of the 
Austrian Federal President, Dr. Koerner, about the return of 
the Austrians to their motherland who are serving terms at the 
decision of the Soviet court organ. After the withdrawal of 
the Soviet occupation troops from Austria, not a single mili- 
tary prisoner or detained civilian person of Austrian citizen- 
Ship will remain on the territory of the Soviet Union. 
AUSTRIAN MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NATIO- 
NALIZED INDUSTRIES WALDBRUNNER TO ARRIVE IN NEW 
YORK TODAY. Upon invitation of the Foreign Operations Ad 
ministration (FOA), Austrian Minister of Communications and 
Nationalized Industries, Karl Waldbrunner, is arriving in New 
York on the ‘‘SS Andrea Doria’’ today. Mr. Waldbrunner, a lea- 
ding figure in the Austrian Government, heads the department 
which administers communications, including railroads, the 
postal system, radio and television broadcasting services and 
air transport. He is also in charge of the mining, steel and 
electric-power industries, which were nationalized after World 
War II. 

Minister Waldbrunner plans to study the operation of simi- 
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lar enterprises in the United States. Meetings have been ar 
ranged for Minister Waldbrunner with Government and industri- 
al leaders in New York, Washington D.C., Knoxville, Dallas, 
Los Angeles, Boulder City, San Francisco, Portland, Oregon, 
Denver, Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo and Pittsburgh. 

The 48-year-old Austrian Minister is the son of a metal 
worker. He received his education and training as a certified 
engineer in the fields of mechanical and electrical engineering. 
As a youth he joined the Austrian Socialist Party, of which he 
is still a leading representative. After extensive travel and ex- 
perience in various countries of Europe he held positions as 
planning engineer at a large electrical plant and later as chief 
engineer with a large Austrian steel plant. 

Elected as a Socialist party candidate from Vienna after 
World War IJ, Karl Waldbrunner held the post of Austrian Am- 
bassador to Moscow for a brief period. In 1949, he was appoin- 
ted Minister of Communications and Nationalized Industries 
and in this function has since taken a very active part in ex- 
panding and modernizing Austria’s hydroelectric power produc- 
tion and in developing her railroad system. 


3 WESTERN POWERS VOICE STAND ON AUSTRIAN TREATY 
PRIOR TO OPENING OF MOSCOW NEGOTIATIONS. Follow- 
ing the decision of the Austrian Cabinet to accept the invita- 
tion of the Soviet Government for an Austrian Government de- 
legation to come to Moscow, the Ambassadors of France, Great 
Britain and the United States submitted, on April 5th, 1955, a 
joint declaration of their respective governments to Chancel- 
lor Julius Raab. The text of the declaration follows: 

‘*The Governments of the United States, France and the 
United Kingdom are of the view that the proposals submitted 
by the Soviet Government actually hold promise of the restora- 
tion of freedom and independence to Austria. These proposals 
can appropriately be discussed by the Ambassadors of the Four 
Powers in Vienna with the participation of the Austrian Gov- 
ernment. 

‘‘For many years the Governments of the United States, 
France and Great Britain have sought to conclude an Austrian 
state treaty. They have made ceaseless and increasing efforts 
to bring about the restoration of Austrian freedom and inde- 
pendence at the earliest possible moment. At the Berlin confe- 
rence in 1954, the Governments of the three Western Powers 
expressed their readiness to sign the state treaty on the basis 
of the Soviet texts previously under discussion. 

‘*Their efforts were solely and entirely an expression of 
their purpose of terminating the occupation and bringing about 
the withdrawal of all foreign troops within three months of the 
treaty’s entry into force. The Soviet Union, however, rejected 
these proposals and simultaneously put forward new and unac- 
ceptable conditions. 

‘‘The Governments of the three Western Powers have fol- 
lowed closely the recent exchanges of opinion between the 
Austrian Government and the Soviet Government on matters re- 
lating to the state treaty. From these exchanges it appears 
that the Soviet Government is now ready to offer certain clari- 
fications regarding its policy toward Austria, in particular on 
the question of that country’s independence and sovereignty, 
already provided for in the first five articles of the state trea- 
ty draft. 


‘*The Governments of the three Western Powers have fil] 
confidence in the decision of the Austrian Federal Govern- 
ment to accept the Soviet invitation to Moscow for the purpose 
of bringing about these clarifications. The questions relating 
to the conclusion of the state treaty are of as much concern 
to the governments of the four Big Powers as to Austria. 

‘*The Governments of the United States, France and the 
United Kingdom are therefore of the view that if the proposals 
submitted by the Soviet Union hold clear promise of the resto- 
ration of freedom and independence to Austria, these should be 
discussed by the four Ambassadors in Vienna with the parti- 
cipation of the Austrian Government. 

‘In conclusion, the three Western Powers again. express 

their desire to conclude the Austrian treaty as soon as poss- 
ible in conformity with those principles which will insure 
Austria’s full freedom and independence.’’ 
GOVERNMENT SATISFIED BY WEST'S STAND. The follow- 
ing official position was taken in relation to the declarations 
submitted to Chancellor Raab on Tuesday by the Ambassadors 
of France, Great Britain.and the United States on behalf of 
their respective governments in connection with the Austrian 
state treaty and the imminent journey of the Austrian delega- 
tion to Moscow: 

‘*The declaration of the three Western Powers has been 
accepted by Austria with satisfaction. Above all, it contradicts 
various statements during the last few days that the three 
Western Powers are opposed to the holding of a conference on 
the Austrian State Treaty. Austria never doubted that the Wes- 
tern Powers would always be ready to grant the Austrian 
people freedom and independence. 

‘As also indicated by the declaration, the journey of the 
members of the Austrian Government to Moscow is regarded as 
a suitable step toward the attainment of this goal. Since the 
Austrian Government realizes that conclusion of a state treaty 
is possible only on the basis of a four-power agreement, the 
Austrian Government delegation considers the chief purpose 
of its journey to be that of bringing the four occupation powers 
to a conference table after it returns from the conversations in 
Moscow.’”’ 


GOVERNMENT PARTIES GAIN IN MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 
Municipal elections were held in the Austrian provinces of 
Vorarlberg and Styria on April 3, 1955. In both provinces the 
two Government coalition parties, the Austrian People’s Party 
and the Socialist Party, gained votes at the expense of the 
‘*Independents’’ and the Communists. 

In Styria the People’s Party received 232,037 votes (179, 
493), the Socialists 226,889 (171,112), the ‘‘Independents’’ 
1,614 (35,951) and the Communists 13,630 (18,530). 

In Vorarlberg the vote was as follows: People’s party 
56,371 (46,913), Socialists 25,059 (16,769), ‘‘Independents”’ 
16,370 (21,990) and Communists 1,950 (1,944). 

(The figures in parentheses are those of the 1950 elec- 
tions — Ed.) 

RESTORATION OF INDEPENDENCE TO BE HONORED BY 
SPECIAL STAMP ISSUE. The Austrian Federal Printing Of- 
fice is preparing a special set of stamps in commemoration 
of the 10th anniversary of the restoration of the independence 
of the Austrian Republic. The set will include five stamps, 
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on all of which will appear the words ‘‘Republik Oesterreich’’ 


with the national coat of arms, flanked by the figures 1945 
and 1955. The first tour stamps will show pictures of the 
Austrian Houses of Parliament, the reconstructed Western 
Railroad Station in Vienna, modern housing units in Vienna 
and the Limberg Dam, the largest of the dams of the Tauern 
Power Plant. The fifth stamp will feature the word ‘‘Frei- 
heit’’ in the national colors red-white-red, as a symbol of the 
jesire for freedom of a country which has been waiting ten 
years for restoration of its sovereignty. This stamp will be 
issued in the denominations required for mailing postcards 
abroad and is specially designed to conveytothe entire world 
the desire of the Austrian people finally to be free. 

Two million stamps of each denomination are to be printed. 


MARIA THERESA TALER TO BE MINTED AGAIN. The Ma- 
ria Theresa Taler, or ‘‘Levantine Taler’’ was originally an 
Austrian coin bearing a likeness of the Empress Maria There- 
sa. First minted in 1753, it was primarily intended for trading 
in Africa and in parts of Asia Minor. Although the coin ceased 
to be official currency many years ago, it is still accepted as 
valuable legal tender in some areas of Africa. 

In 1935 Austria leased the monopoly for minting the Maria 
Theresa Taler to Italy. Since 1936, England, France and Bel- 
gium have also been minting these coins. Austria is interest- 
ed in holding discussions with Italy with a view to obtaining 
a return of the monopoly to Austria inasmuch as Italy, as a 
result of the loss of her East African colonies, is no longer 
minting these coins. Once she recovers the monopoly, Austria 
plans to request that the above-mentioned countries cease 
minting the Maria Theresa Taler. According to current esti- 
mates, a total of some 320 million suchcoins has already been 
minted. The minting profits amount to approximately two cents 
per coin, 


AUSTRIAN TRADE BALANCE AGAIN HIGHLY UNFAVOR.- 
ABLE. According to an announcement of the Central Statisti- 
cal Office in Vienna, exports in February 1955 were 3% lower 
and imports 19% higher than the monthly average for February 
1954. Total imports represented a value of 1,644 million 
Schillings, whereas exports amounted to only 1,286 million. 
The excess in imports over exports for the first two months of 
1955 already amounts to 800 million schillings, i.e. two- 
thirds of the total trade-balance deficit for 1954. 


AUSTRIAN LOAN AND BOND QUOTATIONS IN SWITZER- 
LAND. The seven Austrian loans and bonds which are of- 
ficially quoted on Swiss stock exchange reached a post-war 
peak in October 1954 when they were quoted at 118.11% of 
their original value. In January 1955 the quotation had further 
increased to 118.34%. 








U.S. CUSTOMS INCREASE DEPRIVES AUSTRIAN WORKERS 
OF JOBS. Of late, Austrian newspapers and trade publica- 
tions have been dealing in great detail with reports that the 
United States Tariff Commission is planning to triple the im- 
port duty on Austrian bicycles. 

Austrian exports of light-weight bicycles to the U. S. 
amounted to approximately 12,000 in 1953 and to more than 
50,000 in 1954. For 1955, current plans called for the export 
of over 100,000 bicycles produced by the Steyr-Daimler-Puch 
Works in Graz, Styria. On the basis of its successful export 
business, this plant had greatly expanded its capacity by ac- 
quiring new machinery, including 10 million dollars’ worth of 
machinery purchased in the U.S. during recent years. The 
cost of the Austrian bicycles has already been trimmed so 
closely that the planned increase in duties would make any 
Austrian export of this product to the U.S. impossible. Dis- 
continuance of this type of export would mean not only a loss 
of jobs for hundreds of workers at the Steyr plant but would 
also have repercussions of the bicycle-accessories industry 
and on the Semperit Rubber Works. 

The Austrian press is pointing out that this new high- 
tariff policy is damaging the reputation of the United States 
in the economic field, that it is in gross contradiction to the 
principles of U.S. trade policy and that it casts discredit on 
America’s repeated statements advocating free trade. 


AUSTRIA BUYS EXCESS U.S. COAL. An agreement has been 
concluded between the Austrian Federal Government and the 
United States on the subject of Austrian imports of surplus 
American coal. The schillings accumulated for the coal im- 
ports will be used to finance the export of Austrian products 
to third countries which are recipients of U.S. economic aid. 
The prefinancing of these Austrian exports is to be carried out 
through counterpart funds available in Vienna which will be 
replenished from the sums paid for the coal. 


U.S. TOURISTS ARE BIGGEST SPENDERS IN AUSTRIA. 

Detailed surveys are recently been carried out in Austria in 

connection with foreign tourist spending. It has been deter- 
mined that tourists from the United States head the list, 
spending a daily average of 120 schillings for food and board. 
Next come the visitors from England, Switzerland and Bel- 
gium, who spend between 72 and 90 schillings. Tourists from 
Western Germany, with an average daily outlay of 58 schil- 
lings, represent the lowest per capita rate. American tourists 
spent an average of 600 schillings per person on souvenirs, 
sports articles and clothing. Next in order come the British 
(165 schillings), the French, Danes and Swiss (70-110 schil- 
lings) and finally the Dutch, Belgians, Germans and Italians 
(50-60 schillings). It was also ascertained that the highest 
rate of spending occurs in the case of persons travelling alone 
or of tourists over 60, whereas visitors under 20 or families 








os 





April 23, 1955 


Austrian Information 


Page 4 





of three or more members spend 25-30% less. 

Broken down into occupational categories, 58% of the 
foreign tourists were salaried employees, 16% businessmen, 
14% members of the professions and 9% workers. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL IN VIENNA. The follow- 
ing concerts are scheduled for the Seventh International Fes- 
tival of the Vienna ‘‘Konzerthausgesellschaft’’ to be held 
from June 5 to 24 during the 1955 Vienna Festival: 

June 5: ORCHESTRAL CONCERT, Vienna Symphony Orchestra, 
Kurt Edelhagen’s jazz ensemble, Vienna Academy Choir. Conductor: 


Massimo Freccia. Soloist: Alexander Brailowsky (piano). (Chopin, 
Liebermann, Barber). 


June 6: WERNER EGK, concert performance of the opera ‘’Chris- 
topher Columbus.’’ Vienna Symphony Orchestra, Vienna Academy 
Choir. Soloists: Paul Schoeffler, Pierette Alarie, Leopold Simoneau. 
Conductor: the composer, Werner Egk. 








June 7: VIOLIN RECITAL by Zino Francescatti with the Vien- 
na Symphony Orchestra. Conductor: Felix Prohaska. (Bach, Paga- 
nini, Brahms). 

June 8: PIANO RECITAL by Alexander Brailowsky (Mozart, 


Scarlatti, Schumann, Debussy, Bartok, Faure, Liszt, Chopin). 

June 10: OLIVIER LESSIAEN, ‘’Turangalila’’ Symphony, Vien- 
na Symphony Orchestra with Yvonne Loroid, 
ductor: Rudolf Albert. 

June 1Tl: ORGAN RECITAL by Alois Forrer (Hindemith, Martin, 
Schoenberg, Marckhl, Schiske, David, Messiaen). 

June 11: HARPSICHORD RECITAL by Ralph Kirkpatrick (Mozart). 

June 12: VIOLIN RECITAL by Nathan Milstein. 

June 13: ORCHESTRAL CONCERT, Philadelphia Symphony 
Orchestra. Conductor: Eugene Ormandy (Bach, Beethoven, Brahms). 

June 13: SONG RECITAL by Yvonne Gessler with Daniel Le- 
sur (piano), new French songs. 


Jeanne Lorid. Con 


June 14: ORCHESTRAL CONCERT, Philadelphia Symphony Or- 
chestra. Conductor: Eugene Ormandy (Brahms, Hindemith, Ravel, 
Dello Joio). 

June 15: SONG RECITAL, Irmgard Seefried (soprano) and Diet- 


rich Fischer-Dieskau (baritone). (Hugo Wolf: '‘Book of Italian Songs’’ 
lst performance). 
June 16: ORCHESTRAL AND CHORAL CONCERT, Vienna Sym- 
phony Orchestra and the Vienna Academy Choir. 
Paul 


Anton Heiller: 
‘'‘Psalm Cantata’’ — lst performance. Angerer: ‘‘Agamemnon 
Must Die’’ — lst public performance. 

June 17: SONG RECITAL, Irmgard Seefried (soprano) and Diet- 
rich Fischer-Dieskau (baritone). (Hugo Wolf: '’Book of Italian Songs" 
— repeat performance). 

June 18: ORCHESTRAL CONCERT, Vienna Symphony Orches- 
tra. Conductor: André Cluytens (Bondeville, Einem, Roussel, Stra- 
vinsky). 

June 21: CHAMBER ORCHESTRA of the Vienna ‘’Konzerthaus- 
gesellschaft.’’ Conductor: Paul Strauss (USA). 
(Bloch, Wagner, Regeny, Blacher, Honegger). 

June 22: VIENNA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. 
xertler 


Hans Kann (piano). 


Soloist: Andre 
(violin). Conductor: Nino Sanzogno (Hartmann, David, Pera- 
gallo). 

June 23: CONCERT PERFORMANCE OF’’Pelleas et Mélisande,’’ 
Vienna Symphony Orchestra. 


State Operas. 


Soloists from the Paris and Vienna 
Conductor: Andre Cluytens (Debussy). 


AUSTRIAN WRITER ON LECTURE TOUR. Franz Nabl, the 
Austrian writer, toured West Germany in the later part of March 
reading from his own works in Bochum, Cologne, Trier, Darm- 
stadt and Kronberg-Taunus. 


CLEMENS HOLZMEISTER'S PLAN FOR NEW SALZBURG 
FESTIVAL THEATER APPROVED. Dr. Fritz Bock, Under- 
secretary of the Austrian Ministry of Trade, has announced 
that Professor Clemens Holzmeister’s project for a new Salz- 
burg Festival Theater will be incorporated into the Federal 
construction program. The Undersecretary emphasized the dan- 
ger that other European festivals might become serious com- 
petitors unless Salzburg took advantage of present opportuni- 
ties to extend the scope of her own festivals. The preliminary 
estimate is that the new theater will cost 110 million schil- 
lings and require three years for completion. 

Since 1950, a total of 590 million schillings has been 
spent on the renovation or construction of Austrian museums, 
schools and other buildings of cultural or historical signifi- 
cance. This figure does not include the 359 million allocated 
for reconstruction of the State Opera and the Burgtheater. The 
cultural affairs construction program will require appropriati- 
ons of an additional 1,100 million schillings during the com- 
ing years. 


FUTURE OF ‘“‘THEATER AN DER WIEN" IS PONDERED. 
With the opening of the new State Opera House in Vienna, the 
future of the Theater an der Wien comes up again. The depart- 
ure of the State Opera Company, which has been performing in 
the Theater an der Wien for the past ten years, its new home 
might mean the end of this theater, Vienna’s oldest playhouse 
and the richest in tradition. Since the structure has deteriora- 
ted so completely. an investment of 40 million schillings 
would be needed to put it in condition for continued use. The 
Theater an der Wien was opened on June 13, 1801, and was 
the scene of the first performances of Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio,”’ 
Mozart’s ‘‘The Magic Flute,’’ Rossini’s ‘‘The Barber of Se- 
ville,’’ Schubert’s ‘‘Rosamunde’’ and Lortzing’s ‘‘Undine.” 
In addition to these operatic performances, the theater presen- 
ted a continuous series of successful dramatic works, includ- 
ing the world premieres of many Nestroy farces and plays by 
Raimund. In later years it was the scene of outstandingly suc- 
cessful performances of works by Vienna operetta composers 
from Strauss to Kalman. 


RUDOLF BAYR LECTURES IN ROME. The Vienna writer and 
critic, Rudolf Bayr, known by his plays ‘‘Sappho and Alcaeus’”’ 
and ‘‘Oedipus at Colonus’’, recently lectured at the Austrian 
Cultural Institute in Rome. His subject was ‘‘The Influence 
of Greek and Roman Tradition on Contemporary Art.’’ 


‘SPIRITUAL MINISTRATION BY TELEPHONE”’ IS SUCCESS. 


The Catholic chaplains Alois Stoeger and Viktor Zorzi of 
Innsbruck have achieved great success with their experiment 
in ‘‘spiritual ministration by telephone,’’ a service which has 
proved to be of particular interest to young people who are 
unable to solve their problems. Every Friday evening the two 
chaplains, making use of the anonymous medium of the tele- 
phone, give advice to young people who are unwilling to come 
for personal consultations. Among those taking advantage of 
the service are an unusually large number of people who do 
not know what to do with their spare time as well as former 
prison inmates. The new program was organized in Innsbruck 
by the Catholic Youth Labor Organization. 
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‘DON GIOVANNI"’ FILM GOING TO LONDON. The Austrian 
iim version of ‘‘Don Giovanni’’ which was produced with the 
entire cast of the State Opera together with the Vienna Phil- 
harmonic, will be shown for the first time abroad at the Royal 
Festival Hall, London, on April 18. After this showing the 
iim will be run in a series of other British concert halls. 
AUSTRIA TO BE REPRESENTED AT CANNES FILM FESTI- 
AL. The Austrian film industry will be represented at the 
annes International Film Festival, to be held from April 26 
9 May 10, by the color short ‘‘Der Schatz des Abendlandes’’ 
The Treasure of the Occident). The film has been produced 
iby the Catholic Film Guild and features the precious collec- 
tion in the Vienna Imperial Castle Treasury. 


USTRIAN ARTISTS IN THIRD BIENNIAL AT SAO PAULO. 
ustria will be represented at the Third Biennial Exhibition, 
9 be held in Sao Paulo from June to October of this year, by 
orks of the contemporary artists Wilhelm Thoeny, Walter Rit- 
r, Alfred Kubin, Margret Bilger, Anton Steinhart, Rudolf 
zyszkowitz, Max Weiler, Alexander Silveri and Elisabeth Tu- 
lt. The painter Gustav K. Beck, director of the Contemporary 
rt Gallery in Salzburg, has been appointed head of the exhib- 
tion and will leave for Brazil this spring. 

USTRIAN PLAY SIGNED FOR PERFORMANCES ABROAD. 
eorg Rendl’s play, ‘‘Bleiben Sie bei uns, Vianney’’ (Stay 
ith us, Vianney), which was given its first performance by 
ie Salzburg Landestheater this year, will soon open at the 
efeld Theater, Germany. Negotiations are currently under 
ay with the ‘‘Bayrische Schauspielhaus’’ in Munich, the 
‘Wuerttembergische Stadttheater’’ in Stuttgart and with an ex- 
erimental theater in Aachen, all of whom want to stage the 
lay. Contracts for the coming season have already been sig- 
ed with theaters in Saarbruecken, Ghent and Antwerp. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC ON TOUR. The Vienna Philharmo- 
nic, conducted by Karl Boehm of the Vienna State Opera, will 
tour France, Portugal and Spain from the end of April to mid- 
May. Concerts are scheduled in Paris on April 28 and 29, in 
Lisbon and Oporto on May 1, 2, 3 and 4, in Madrid on May 6 
and Barcelona on May 7. 


THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE IN HONOR OF PEN CLUB. 
The ‘‘Akademietheater’’ is to stage ‘‘River Line’’ by Charles 
Morgan, president of the International PEN Club, in honor of 
the Club’s International Congress to be held in Vienna in 
June, The play will be performed for the first time in Austria 
and will be produced by Ernst Lothar. ‘‘Caesar’s Widow’’ by 
Franz Th. Csokor, president of the Austrian PEN Club, will 
be given its first performance under the direction of the young 
Austrian director ,Helmuth Schwarz. 


POSTHUMOUS STRING QUARTET BY AUSTRIAN COMPOSER 
O BE PERFORMED. The composer Karl Weigl, who was 
born in Vienna in 1881, was never able to hear a public per- 
ormance of his sixth string quartet which he dedicated to Mrs. 
izabeth Sprague Coolidge and which was published posthu- 
ously. Now the work has been chosen, in an 11 to 1 vote, 
by the ‘‘Amis de la Musique de Chambre’”’ to receive its first 
uropean performance in Paris on April 23. The Loewenguth 
Wuartet, which has recently recorded this composition for 
tlad Records of New York, will present it in Paris. 


























NEW CHOIR IN DEBUT. Eazly in March, the Philharmonia 
Choir, which was founded only a few months ago by Reinhold 
Schmid, gave its first concert. The program, which was ex- 
tremely well received by the critics and the public, was made 
up of choral works by Ravel, Debussy, Poulenc, Hindemith 
and Brahms. 

LEO KRAUS TO CONDUCT IN VIENNA. The former director 
of the Vienna Municipal ‘‘Volksoper,’’ Leo Kraus, who has 
been living for the last few years in Argentina, is planning to 
spend a few months in his home town. While there he will con- 
duct a gala performance of Puccini’s ‘‘Madame Butterfly,, at 
the ‘‘Volksoper,’’ scene of his many triumphs. He will also 
conduct the Vienna Symphony Orchestra in a radio concert of 
works by the Argentine composers Alberto Ginastera and Guil- 
lermo Graetzer. 

FIRST NIGHTS IN VIENNA. Two openings are due soon at the 
Vienna Burgetheater - ‘‘Dame Kobold’’ (Madame Goblin) by Cal- 
deron de la Barca, arranged by Hugo von Hofmannsthal and 
produced by Ulrich Bettac and Hermann Heinz Ortner’s ‘‘Schu- 
ster Anton Hitt’’ (Anton Hitt, the Cobler) which will be pro- 
duced by Philipp Zeska. 

William Inge’s ‘‘Picnic’’ received its first performance in 

Austria at the ‘‘Theater in der Josefstadt’’ on March 25, ‘‘Die 
Abenteuer des braven Soldaten Schwejk’’ (The Adventures of 
the Good Soldier Schwejk) by Jaroslav Haschek is in rebear- 
sal at the ‘‘Kammerspiele’’ under the direction of Hans Jaray, 
and the ‘‘Volkstheater’’ will soon present Eugene O’Neill’s 
‘*The Iceman Cometh.” 
ENRICA VON HANDEL-MAZZETTI DIES. Enrica von Handel- 
Mazzetti, the well-known Austrian authoress, died in Linz on 
April 8, 1955, at the age of 85. This Catholic writer was known 
primarily for her religious historical novels, which enjoyed 
wide popularity. Among her best known works are ‘‘Meinrad 
Helmpergers denkwuerdiges Jahr,’’ ‘‘Jesse und Maria,’’ 
‘*Stephana Schwertner’’ and ‘‘Die Waxenbergerin.’’ 


JOSEF WITT INVITED TO BUENOS AIRES. As a result of 
his successful production of ‘‘Parsifal’’ at the Teatro San Car 
lo in Naples, Josef Witt of the Vienna State Opera has been 
invited by the management of the Teatro Colon in Buenos 
Aires to stage Wagner’s ‘‘Parsifal’’ and ‘‘Tristan and Isolde’’ 
and Weber’s ‘‘Der Freischuetz’’ in the autumn of this year. 


FORTRESSES AND CASTLES OF AUSTRIA 


As she has always been in the past, Austria is still a 
land of fortresses and castles. Within a relatively small area, 
well over 1,000 well-preserved and habitable fortresses and 
castles are to be found in present-day Austria while the num- 
ber of crumbling strongholds and old ruins is something like 
600. 

The first period of fortress construction dates from about 
the year 1,000 when, after the destruction of the nomad ar- 
mies which had infiltrated from the area of present-day Hun- 
gary, the establishment of peace in Central Europe was final- 
ly possible. Numerous fortresses began to spring up in sight 
of one another, particularly along the borders, where they 
formed the backbone of a defense system established under 
the supervision of the Counts of the Babenberg family. For 
more than a quarter of a century this undertaking was carried 
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out by the Babenbergs. Most of these fortresses were situ- 
ated on steep rocks or alongside rivers. The most important 
were Raab Fortress on the Thaya River (Lower Austria) and 
the Fortress of Hainburg on the Danube, in Lower Austria. 
In their function as burgraves of Nuremberg, the lords of Raab 
exercised an important role and with the ransom money for 
Richard Coeur de Lion the Babenberg prince, Leopold V, de- 
veloped Hainburg into the greatest and strongest fortified in- 
Stallation east of Vienna. The ‘‘Vienna Gate’’ at Hainburg, 
which is still in a perfect state of preservation, is one of the 
most important and artistically valuable defense gates in Eu- 
rope. It is interesting that the only other place where similar 
Structures are to be found is at Carcassonne in Southern 
France. 

Medieval fortresses had a dual function: first and fore- 
most, to protect the country from an invading enemy and sec- 
ond, to rule over the hinterland. It was not long, however, 
before this latter function of civil administration and govern- 
ment of the surrounding lands became as important as that of 
providing military protection along the frontier, for which pur- 
pose the fortresses were originally built. The fortified town 
offered the surrounding territories a guarantee of peace, sec- 
urity and protection under law and, in times of war, a safe 
refuge for the civilian population. The people in turn recog- 
nized the dominion of the lords of the fortresses and increas- 
ingly preferred to settle in the vicinity of these strongholds. 
The reciprocal relationships between the fortresses and the 
surrounding district are reflected in the fact that the district 
soon assumed the name of the fortress. Thus, the two Austrian 
provinces of Salzburg and Tyrol derive their names from res- 
pectively Salzburg fortress and Tyrol fortress. 


Twelve-feet-thick Walls 

Fortress construction followed simple lines, the architec- 
ture having been. determined by the purpose of providing se- 
cure defense against enemy attacks. The fortresses were built 
on the steepest rocky slopes available and were surrounded 
with ditches which could be crossed only by bridges or were 
transformed into moated fortresses by means of artificial 
channels. The living quarters were simple and usually in- 
cluded a chapel. The major part of the installation was re- 
served for military purposes. Viewed from the outside, the 
medieval fortress gives the impression of a defensive and im- 


penetrable unit since the outer walls, which were sometime ro! 
as much as 12 feet thick, are pierced only by a few, very tiny irs 
windows. The entire structure was dominated by a towe, ear 
which served not only as a lookout and watchtower but aly 
as the final defense position in the event of enemy penetra ces 
tion into the bounds of the fortress. 

Heidenreichstein Fortress dating from the beginning of 
the 12th century and situated close to the present Austro- “ 
Czechoslovak border, is a classical example of a gloomy an 


ac 
threatening fortification with numerous sturdy towers an 
walls almost entirely bare of windows. The overall impre 
sion it creates is similar to that of the huge concrete she] 


ters of World War Two. “ 

A large number of similar structures, all perfectly pre be 
served, are still to be found in Austria. One of these is the . 
picturesque Laudegg Fortress on theInn River in Tyrol, whic} 
for centuries served as the administrative seat of the Lord 
of Tyrol and the seat of their courts. Dating back to the . 
same period is the famous Clam Fortress at Grein on the Dan i. 
ube, in Lower Austria, although this structure underwent ex 
tensive renovation in the 17th century. Almost as old as the 
former in Rabenstein Fortress, one of the oldest fortresses if 
the Province of Styria, built on a high rock overlooking the 
Mur river. One of the most beautiful of these structures is 
Groppenstein Fortress on the Moell River in Carinthia. Thq. 
primary purpose of all of these fortresses was to block th@ 
valleys and the roads traversing them and hence to be able t 
protect and dominate the area in the rear. 

Life in the fortress towns was extremely simple. In timeg, 
of quiet and peace, the inhabitants hunted and fished, visited. 
the feudal lords of other fortresses, arranged tournaments an¢ 
knightly amusements and enjoyed the wandering minstrel 
who travelled from fortress to fortress, spreading news 0 
what was going on in the country. As time went on, the fort 
ress installations became more and more extensive so tha 
for example, at the time of the Turkish invasion in the 17t 
century, 11,000 civilians were able to find refuge in Bur 
Starhemberg, which continued to house several thousand so ' 
diers at the same time. As a result of the reciprocal rela. 
tionships between the fortress and the surrounding areas, th¢, 
former developed more and more into a center of civilian ad 
ministration, political organization and religion as well ag 
the hub of cultural and social life. Purely military defense 4 ft 
the beginning of the age of chivalry, the fortresses had de 
veloped into centers of art and culture by the end of this pe. . 
riod and hence were gradually replaced by castles. 


The Defiant Fortress Becomes a Habitable Castle 
At first, the castles were likewise characterized by tov, 
ers, defensive gates, bastions and moats but as time went 0§.. 
they were dominated to an increasing extent by gardens anG, . 
parks and more and more space was devoted to magnificelg, . 
halls and living quarters, with the purely military install PCI 
tions assuming a secondary role. The challenging fortresq, 


turned into a habitable castle, but insofar as it had to se ; 
as a military installation despite the discovery of firearms}, 
it remained a fortification. A structure of this type is Gerold@,. 
eck Stronghold at Kufstein in Tyrol, a fortification which {0 
centuries played an important role along the Austro-Bavarit 
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timesf-ontier. It was developed by Emperor Maximilian I as the 
Y Uny#irst modern fortification and in the ensuing period was never 
Lowerl-aptured. 

t also As the Habsburgs extended their power, foreign influen- 
nett##.es played an increasing part in Austrian architecture. One 
bf the best examples of this development is Porcia Castle in 


N€ Olfittal, Carinthia, built for a Spanish nobleman by an Italian 
ust rchitect at the beginning of the 16th century. With its ar- 
ly and 





;aded corridors, its Ionic and Corinthian columns as well as 
5 a its entire architectonic decoration, this castle can be consid- 
npres\..ed as an example of an early Renaissance Italian palace. 
shel Ambras Castle, built at Innsbruck, Tyrol, for Archduke Fer- 

finand during the same period and inspired by early Renais- 
Y Préance models, outshone the palaces of Italian princes with 
aul ts huge park, innumerable ponds, pavilions, grottoes and 
 WACH tatues. 








Lords} Likewise dating from that period of the early Renaissance 
to tg. such outstanding structures as the Schallaburg and Kosen- 
© Dang. 7 Castles in Lower Austria and Holl enegg Castle in Styria. 
amt 8 ne of the few castles dating from the 16th century which is 
- = btill in a perfect state of preservation and has undergone no 
SES lf hanges is Hoch-Osterwitz Castle near Klagenfurt, in Carin- 
ng te hia, which was built in the second half of the 16th century 
nia ‘Sn the site of the ruins of a fortress dating back to the begin- 
. Th ing of the 9th century. Hoch-Osterwitz has several rings of 
ck th walls with 14 massive defense towers and gates protecting 
able t4.. fortress which is situated on a high rocky hill. Interest- 
ngly enough, the fortress, which has been the property of the 
n UimeS>rinces of the Khevenhueller family since 1570, has never 
VISILCG oon besieged, let alone captured, by enemy troops. 
nts ang Of course, in Austria’s eastern provinces the castles of 
instrel $j period had a decided defensive appearance even though 
1€WS Oe furnishings and comforts of their living quarters kept 
4 oe - with the developments in castle archi tecture elsewhere. Schallaburg — Inner Court 
he 17tl ng ennekg td ee _ of repair. Similarly, the Princes of the Esterhazy family, who 
in Burg. cacti ths conde Ceti teeta tn Ok & abana had boasted that ) WOE TE the Emperor does in Vienna we, 
and SOM te same it: es ies outa abil ianineiin in Sty too, can do,”’ had their Castle of Eisenstadt in Burgenland 
al rele, wrich after an eventful ~ammggtean iuiened can af remodeled in the new style and thus created worthy surround- 
pas. the ; Mihngg ings for the concerts of their orchestra, which for many years 
, pregnable fortress by the influential Baroness Elisabeth — 
lian ad on Galler around the year 1650. Even today its richly deco- _— anagem acti ranges 
well a iad ttntion ena ote well sahil sncine iia wile tine With the dawning of the 18th century , tae last great period 
fense 8 cect adi Meniitiiiite hides te eitialies i etiieatiad nctteced for the construction of new castles in Austria came to an end 
had dé iniine. Shs dementias diene. ts temnen *thlke pars and the two outstanding architects of this period, Fischer von 
NOUN: caimsbhain a Gieniaien ' Erlach and Lukas von Hildebrandt, who had given Austria so 
pons. “a ; 
many magnificent baroque structures, gave little attention to 
Splendid Urban Castles an Expression of Baroque Period this type of architecture — except for two notable exceptions. 
tle j The future did not belong to these castles which still Fischer von Erlach built the Imperial Summer Castle of Schoen- 
by "id the appearance of fortresses, however, but tothe luxurious brunn in Vienna and Lukas von Hildebrandt conceived the 
went fe stles designed for enjoyable living at the height of the Vienna Relvedere, a baroque dream conceived in stone. De- 
lens 7 roque Period, the most brilliant period in the history of velopment had been such that the higher aristocracy and rich 
pnificel uwSttian art. Deserving of outstanding mention in this con- families had their holdings not in the territory of present-day 
installs ction is the luxurious Eggenberg Castle near Graz, Styria, Austria but primarily in Moravia, Bohemia, Silesia or Hunga- 
—_ here Emperor Leopold I celebrated his marriage to Felicitas ry. Hence, all they needed in Vienna or its vicinity was a 
to a Tyrol. Generally considered the most noble masterpiece luxurious city palace where they stayed during the winter 
fire arm ong Austria’s Baroque castles, Eggenberg was completely social season. The unadorned classicism of this period has 
bee novated in recent years and is now in a magnificent state left behind only one example of a castle, the Weiherburg, 
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built at Baden near Vienna between 1820 and 1823 by Arch- 
duke Charles, the victor over Napoleon. This castle was 
completely destroyed in the last war. 

During the Biedermeyer period, even the Imperial Court of 
Habsburgs adopted the middle class ideas of comfort and Em- 
peror Franz Joseph I spent his vacations in the small, un- 
adorned Imperial villa at Bad Ischl. During the same period 
a few new fortresses were constructed in the knightly style 
but these have no importance except aS museums or aS ex- 
amples of attempts to build in the style of another period,e.g. 
Kreuzenstein Fortress and Liechtenstein Fortress, both in 
the vicinity of Vienna. Historical developments had made 
castles a thing of the past and, consequently, superfluous 
as an expression of domination over a dependent area. The 
social developments of the 19th and 20th centuries brought 
an end to feudalism and to power based on land holding and 
hence there was no further justification for the construction 
of castles and fortresses. All that remains at the present 
time is the obligation to take care of this historical heritage 
and to preserve it for the future. 

The conservation of the many fortresses and castles, no 
longer needed for their former functions,requires huge amounts 
of money. As a result of the social and economic changes of 
recent years, it has become necessary to obtain these funds 
from public institutions or private associations. The main 
responsibility in taking care of these buildings is borne by 
the Federal Monuments Office (Vienna I, Hofburg, Schweizer 
Hof). There are also a large number of local groups interest- 





ed in this problem. The latter have a parent organization) 
known as the ‘‘Austrian Fortress Organization.’’ Of late, thel 
Austrian Academy of Sciences has also been working on the 
problem through its own Commission of Fortresses. 

In the field of publication, the leading organs dealing 
with problems involving fortresses and castles are the 
**Oesterreichische Zeitschrift fuerKunst und Denkmalpflege”’ 
(Austrian Magazine for the Cultivation of Art and Monuments 
issued by the Federal Monuments Office and the ‘‘Niederoe- 
sterreichische Burgenarchiv’’ (Lower Austrian Fortress Ar- 
chives), Vienna I, Herrengasse 11/13. 
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